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Who am I? 

Jenny Natasha Houseman

Elizabeth Ann Barrett 
(MUM)

Mary Booth (NANA)

Marion Moody
Annie BENTLEY & Ernest 

William MOODY

Arthur Booth
Sarah COOPER & Thomas 

Butterworth BOOTH

Richard Walker Barrett 
(GRANDPY)

Mary Wellock
Mary WALKER & Richard 

WELLOCK

George Thomas Barrett
Jane BROOKS & Henry 

BARRETT

George Christopher 
“Bob” Houseman (DAD)

Mary Houseman 
(GRANDMA)

Hilda Mary Scott
Maria REYNARD & John 

SCOTT

Jesse Houseman
Amelia BRADBURY & 
Michael HOUSEMAN

George Houseman 
(GRANDAD)

Mary Abigail Clapham
Mary Ann WILKINSON & 

Samuel CLAPHAM

George (2) Houseman
Mary DOWNS & Thomas 

HOUSEMAN
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Grandma

Grandma at the christening of her first great grandchild, 2010. Own photo.



A spice loaf and a wig

Mary Ann Gill (1836 – 1895) & 
William Reynard (1832 – 1907)

Parents of Grandma’s maternal 
Grandmother, Maria Reynard.

Norwood, Hampsthwaite, 
Topcliffe

Blacksmith

Seven children
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Gravestone of Mary Ann Gill’s parents, Maria (Spence) & Richard Gill. This memorial stone was 
one of those moved to facilitate the building of the Washburn Heritage Centre at Fewston 

Church. Hence why I know Richard Gill was buried in his wig. Own photo.



“It was a custom at the turn of the 
century for the tradesmen of the town 

to send out their accounts once per 
year. The joiners, the sadlers, the 

shoemakers and the village blacksmith. 
The farmers sold their livestock for the 

year, and would then settle their 
accounts with the tradesmen. The 

village blacksmith's wife had her own 
special custom, she made a very nice 
spice loaf, so that when the farmers 
called to pay their accounts to Mr 

Reynard, the blacksmith, she would cut 
a piece of this loaf for the farmers, or 
anyone paying their accounts to eat 
while her husband attended to the 

business side”
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A Yorkshire spice loaf baked by my aunt, Julie. Topcliffe, a history by Mary Decima Watson, 1970



Aspiring Victorian 
middle class

Elizabeth Webster (1832 – 1903) 
& Charles Scott (1834 – 1897)

Parents of Grandma’s maternal 
Grandfather, John Scott.

Kirby Hill, Boroughbridge, 
Minskip

Cordwainer, Grocer, Propery 
Landlord, Carrier

Dressmaker, Milliner

Five children including John
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John Scott, possibly with his father, Charles. Photo forms part of Maria Reynard’s family album 
and has been colourised using myheritage’s tool. Own collection. 
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The met office monthly weather report for March 1897. From the met office 
archive.

A report of Charles Scott’s death in the Knaresborough Post, 27 March 1897 
downloaded from www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk



A slow & painful death

Jane Teal (1823 – 1891) & 
Thomas Bradbury (1820 – 1879)

Parents of Grandma’s paternal 
Grandmother, Amelia Bradbury

Woodmanwray, Dacre

Farmer, 20 acres

Six children.
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The gravestone of Jane (Teal) and Thomas Bradbury showing all the genealogical data and none 
of the story. Own photo.  
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Amputation case, mid 19th century. Wellcome Collection. Attribution 4.0 
International (CC BY 4.0)

Extract from death certificate of Thomas Bradbury, 29 March 1879. Cause of 
death: dislocation of right shoulder 23 weeks, amputation of shoulder 14 weeks.

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/uzcwyux4
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


The (lack of) Victorian 
women’s property rights

Betty Beecroft (c. 1811 – 1882) 
& Robert Houseman (1806 – 
1865)

Parents of Grandma’s paternal 
Grandfather, Michael 
Houseman.

Thornthwaite

Farmer

Seven children
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The marriage of Betty Beecroft and Robert Houseman as recorded in the marriage register of 
Hampsthwaite
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Caroline Norton, 1863, national portrait gallery

The last will and testament of Luke Beecroft, 11 March 1985. From ancestry, but 
identified initially through www.harrogatepeopleandplaces.info. 

http://www.harrogatepeopleandplaces.info/


19/09/2023 An (almost) Yorkshire family - Natasha Houseman 12

Grandad

Grandad with his six grandchildren. 1986. Own collection.



Illegitimate or not?

Jane Howson (1826 – 1883) & 
Isaac Wilkinson (1826 – 1905)

Parents of Grandad’s maternal 
Grandmother, Mary Ann 
Wilkinson.

(Leeds), North Rigton

Railway worker and farmer

Jane had one child before they 
married after which they had 
two. Isaac remarried after Jane 
died, another Jane. 
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The first accurate survey of Leeds was published by Netlam and Giles in 1815, clearly showing 
the different types of development at each end of The Headrow …[[including] the narrow 

streets, and crowded terraces of the back to back houses of the East End.
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Extract from the 1891 
England and Wales census, 
North Rigton, Harrogate, 

North Yorkshire, England, RD: 
Wetherby, sub RD: Wetherby, 
piece 2522, folio 99 for Isaac 

Wilkinson. 

Baptism record for John 
Howson, 1845, Kirkby 

Overblow via 
www.ancestry.co.uk

29 July 1905, "Legal notices, 
Isaac Wilkinson, deceased", in 

The Yorkshire Post, The 
British Newspaper Archive, 

p13, last column.



A suffragette from North 
Rigton

Martha Handley (1830 – 1921) & 
William Clapham (1829 – 1893)

Parents of Grandad’s maternal 
Grandfather, Samuel Clapham.

North Rigton

Farmer

Nine children including 
Martha/Marie.
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Martha Handley, outside Blaeberry Croft Farm, North Rigton c 1890, courtesy of William Hudson.
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Marie Fisher (Martha Clapham) (centre) at a protest meeting believed to be 
outside Leeds City Hall, c late 1890s. Courtesy of William Hudson.

Rigton Hill c 1906, via www.northrigton.org.



The woman who farmed

Elizabeth Furniss (1817 – 1911) 
& George Downs (1808 – 1868)

Parents of Grandad’s paternal 
Grandmother, Mary Downs.

Thornthwaite

Farmer, 30 acres

Six children
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Thornthwaite Church, courtesy of www.Calverley.info
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Extract from George Downs’ will proven on 7 August 1868. Probate Registry Office.



Methodism and literacy

Sarah Stansfield (1804 – 1885) & 
John Houseman (1805 – 1884)

Parents of Grandad’s paternal 
Grandfather, Thomas Houseman

Strangford (Idle), Darley

Farmer

Four children.
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An extract from the parish registers at Hampsthwaite showing the mark (of John Houseman) and 
signature of Sarah Stansfield in respect of their marriage on 13 October 1830
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Nana

Nana with her family at Nana & Grandpy’s 50th wedding anniversary 1998. Own photo.



Mining in Netherton

Mary Hinchcliffe (1846 – 1919) 
& George Bentley (1841 – 1907)

Parents of Nana’s maternal 
Grandmother, Annie Bentley

Barugh (near Barnsley) & Little 
London, Netherton

Miners

Eleven or twelve children
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George [Hall]Bentley birth certificate from GRO. 
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Little London, Netherton near Wakefield. The Bentley family probably lived in 
the nearest house in the photo. Own photo, summer 2021 

A hurrier and two thrusters heaving a corf full of coal as depicted in the 1853 
book The White Slaves of England by J Cobden, Public domain, via Wikimedia 

Commons



Life on the canals

Elizabeth Schofield (1832 – 
1911) & Thomas Moody (1833 – 
1901)

Parents of Nana’s maternal 
Grandfather, Ernest William 
Moody

Mirfield, Thornhill Lees, Horbury 
Bridge or more accurately  the 
Calder & Hebble Navigation

Waterman

Nine, possibly ten children, 
including Ernest William
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An extract from the 1861 census showing Elizabeth & Thomas Moody as well as Elizabeth’s 
father, William Scholefield. Downloaded from Ancestry.
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Map from 1881 – 1913, www.archiuk.org showing the approximate location of 
where the boats were moored in 1861 based on the enumerator route 

described as starting at “Aldams Head on the south of Webster Hill.” There are 
several mills within easy walking distance where Elizabeth & her sisters may 

have worked.

Inside a canal boat cabin. Photo taken from www.saltisfordcanal.co.uk. 
Unknown origin.

http://www.saltisfordcanal.co.uk/


She married twice the 
second time to an older 
man
Hannah Demaine (1837 - 1914) 
& John Cooper (1829 – 1893)

Parents of Nana’s paternal 
Grandmother, Sarah Cooper

Farnley, Otley, Addingham, 
Askwith

Farmer

Two children
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Elm Tree House. 1891 home of Hannah & John and not uncoincidentally the home from which 
my Nana got married. Own photo. 2019.



Surnames under which Hannah is 
listed

• Demain (1841 census)

• Demaine (1851 census)

• Dewaine (parish entry of first 
marriage)

• Lowcock (1st husband’s 
surname)

• Laycock (2nd marriage)

• Socock (1871 census)

• Cooper
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The two marriage certificates for Hannah Demaine. The first, to Timothy 
Lowcock is from the parish register via Ancestry, the second, to John Cooper, is 

from the GRO.



The Butterworth identity

Elizabeth Dean (1843 – 1880) & 
Samuel Booth (1904)

Parents of Nana’s paternal 
Grandfather, Thomas 
Butterworth Booth 

Tatham (Lancs), Bingley

Farmer, 

Three children including Thomas 
Butterworth
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Sale of farm stock and implements, The Bradford Observer, 19 February 1880, from 
www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk
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Birth certificate of Thomas Booth revealing the middle name of Butterworth.  
From GRO

1851 census listing “Betcy Dear” as the stepdaughter of one Thomas 
Butterworth. “Bellow” was later revealed to be “Isabella”
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Grandpy

Grandpy at Nidderdale YFC’s 80th dinner dance, 2012. Own photo.



Rogue Robert

Elizabeth Hornby (1823 – 1858) 
& Robert Walker (1823 – 1873)

Parents of Grandpy’s maternal 
Grandmother, Mary Walker

Malham Moor, Hebden, Heston 
(now London)

Farmer, butter factor, grocer

The couple had nine children 
and then Robert had a further 
two with his second wife.
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Joseph Walker (left) the youngest of Robert’s brothers from www.findagrave.com and John 
Walker (right), Robert’s eldest brother, from Tim Hall

http://www.findagrave.com/
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1844 tithe map from www.hebdenhistory.uk. The highlighted plots were occupied by James Walker and therefore I assumed also his father Thomas before him and his 
brother Robert after.

http://www.hebdenhistory.uk/


The Wellock dynasty

Isabella Preston (1814 – 1886) 
& Thomas Wellock (1810 – 
1885)

Parents of Grandpy’s 
maternal Grandfather, 
Richard Wellock

Hebden, Rilston, Greenhow 
Hill

Farmer

Thomas had two children with 
Isabella Ward, and then four 
with Isabella Preston

19/09/2023 33An (almost) Yorkshire family - Natasha Houseman

Thomas Wellock (holding cow) with Captain Blake, Rilstone, 1858, sent by his grandson, 
Benjamin Wellock, to the Farmers Weekly in 1952 and unearthed by me in the Museum of Rural 

Life archives.
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Wellock Road in Estevan, Saskatchewan. Own photo taken in 2022. Toft Gate, Greenhow Hill. Own photo taken in 2021



Nancy Serjeanston – deaf 
and dumb in the 1800s
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Extract from the 1881 census for Rilston showing the Wellock household including Nancy 
Serjeanston

The Yorkshire Residential School for the Deaf “mission” taken from The 
Yorkshire Residential School for the Deaf 1829 – 1979, Anthony J Boyce



A misjudged family

Mary Holmes (1826 – 1876) & 
George Brooks (1829 – 1901)

Parents of Grandpy’s paternal 
Grandmother, Jane Brooks

Grandpy’s father’s mother’s 
parents.

Bewerley, Ilkley, Bingley

Stonemason

Nine children including Jane
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The junction of Chapel Street and Leonard Street (formerly North Street), Bingley. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/bingleymemorylanephotos . 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/bingleymemorylanephotos
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Registration of the birth of Mary Holmes by the minister of the Salem 
Independent chapel in Pateley Bridge. From an ancestry collection.

The children of Mary Holmes & George Brooks. Unknown origin. Shared by 
William Brooks’ descendent, Adrian Rhodes.



Our gamekeeping 
heritage

Elizabeth Prout (1822 – 1875) & 
Thomas Barrett (1820 – 1890)

Parents of Grandpy’s paternal 
Grandfather, Henry Barrett

Pembrokeshire, Gloucestershire 
& Hornby.

Gamekeeper

Thirteen children including 
Henry
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Holy Bible insert. Own Collection.
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Mum & I on a 
visit to Hornby 

Castle, 
Summer 2021. 

Own photo.

A receipt to draw vermin. Believed to be written by George Thomas Barrett 
which had possibly been handed down from his grandfather, Henry. Own 

collection.

Holy Bible 
containing the 

Barrett 
children. Own 

collection.
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My Almost Yorkshire Family

www.natashahouseman.co.uk
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